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Abstract : Present day clinical practice for the developmental disorders often places inordinate
emphasis on a child's deficit characteristics against a backdrop of organic origin theory. Recently,
the author studied the mother-infant relationship using the Strange Situation Procedure from the
viewpoint of Amae in place of “attachment behavior,” demonstrating that the principal factor
behind the relational difficulties was ambivalence regarding Amae, wherein “children wanted to
be dependent upon their mothers but could not.” This paper describes how qualitative issues in
a mother's own experience of Amae in childhood were giving rise to ambivalence in the present
mother-child relationship, through two cases treated in a mother-infant unit for infants with
or suspected of having a developmental disorder. Regarding caregiving as the transmission of
culture, the author emphasizes intergenerational transmission as a critical perspective in the
clinical practice of mother-child psychotherapy.
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